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An introduction to iBase Net 6 and iBase Trinity 

 

 
The complete digital media asset management system for 

- Commercial picture libraries 
- Museums 
- Art galleries 
- Corporate media asset management 

 

iBase Media Services Ltd are specialists in complete solutions for the storage, organisation and retrieval of 
media files - still and moving images, sound and graphics displays.  

As well as range of systems iBase also offers site hosting, managed services for digital order fulfilment and for 
the storage and backup of master image files and other digital assets. Support, training and consultancy 
services are available as required. 

iBase systems have been evolving since 1993, and are under continuous review and development matching the 
needs of an increasingly sophisticated market.  

 

For further information contact: 

iBase Media Services Ltd 
Marsel House 
Stephensons Way 
Ilkley 
West Yorkshire U.K. 
LS29 8DD 
t: +44(0)1943 603636 
e: malcolm.secrett@ibase.com 
 

 

Document status: Pre-release, details subject to change. 
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1 What are iBase Net 6 and iBase Trinity? 

1.1 Background 

The iBase online library system consisted, for some years, of three main components: 

1. iBase Manager – a windows client application used for creating and maintaining catalogues. iBase 
Manager would be installed on the PC of each cataloguing user. 

2. iBase Net – a browser based system for web / intranet searching / viewing / downloading. 

3. iBase Publish – a utility that enables catalogue records in a source iBase Manager database to be 
published to iBase Net. 

However, with the increasing capacity of internal networks and broadband it is now technically viable to deploy 
a single instance of iBase Manager on a server, accessible by multiple users via a terminal services approach 
such as Citrix or Windows Server 2008. This in itself makes it possible for Mac users to use iBase Manager. 

Furthermore, nowadays iBase Manager can be installed on a Mac running Windows virtualisation software, such 
as Microsoft Virtual PC or VMware. 

These factors, combined with Net 6 functionality (see below), enable a Manager / Net system to be regarded as 
a single entity, and marketed as iBase Online library. See www.ibase.com/LibraryOutline for details.  

iBase Net 6 is only the first stage of a major new product development. 

1.2 Product Development Stages 

The objectives of the product development are to create an entirely new underlying architecture and design for 
a system which will have much the same functionality of Manager + Net , but all accessible with a standard web 
browser such as, for example, Internet Explorer and Firefox. 

1.2.1 Stage 1 – iBase Net 6 

The first stage of the product development, known as Net 6 will enable browser access to not only all of the 
features of iBase Net versions 1 – 5, but also to direct data uploading and editing. There will also be 
administrator access to enable management of a wide range of permissions based controls. iBase Manager can, 
if required, also be used for data creation and editing, and for more fundamental backend administration tasks 
such as creating schema relationships, adding pick list values etc… 

At the time of this update (mid October 08) iBase Net 6 has been launched on the iBase demonstration picture 
library, and will soon thereafter be available for general release. See www.ibase.com/LibraryOutline for details. 

1.2.2 Stage 2 – iBase Trinity 

The second stage of the product development will be known as iBase Trinity. This will enable the tasks 

necessary to create, administer and run the system to be carried out using a web / intranet browser. iBase 
Trinity can work alongside the super-user interface described in www.ibase.com/LibraryOutline, which can be 
used for carrying out additional tasks as required.    

At the time of this update (August 08) iBase Trinity is expected to be released within approximately 12 months.
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2 iBase Trinity – Summary of key features and benefits 

See below, and also www.ibase.com/LibraryOutline 

2.1 Applications 

Base Trinity is a fully featured digital asset Note 1 management system. It is ideal for a wide range of 
applications, including –  

• online picture library websites with full e-commerce capability; 

• marketing department media asset management; 

• management and administration of in-house assets; 

• museums and galleries as part of their collections management; 

• stock image library management; 

• general management of images and other kinds of digital asset 

You can host Trinity yourselves or with a third party, or if you wish iBase Media Services can host it for you. 

Note 1: The term digital asset in this document means any file with a standard MIME type, which in practice 
includes all the usual image, video and audio file types, MS Office documents, PDFs, etc…  

2.2 General 

• Web interface – users with PCs or Macs need only standard web browser software 

• Shared access – for an unlimited number of users on either the web or an internal network 

• All standard file types supported e.g. images, video, audio, MS Office, PDFs etc… 

• Streaming video and audio supported 

• No ongoing licence costs – nothing more to pay 

• Unlimited number of users 

• Unlimited number of records 

2.3 For administrators 

• Administration via web browser 

• Assign user rights - globally, for groups, or for individuals. 

• Secure controlled access using login name and password if required 

• No login by public users if required 

• Fully configurable meta-data structure. 

• Password protected content 

• User and administration interfaces fully customisable 

• Automatic watermark (if required) 

• E-commerce ordering / request options 

• Right managed pricing option 

• Configurable keyword structure and hierarchy 

• Larger images option, dimensions configurable 

• Batch edit operations 

• Creation of collections (albums) 

• Full and flexible report options 
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2.4 For users - viewing 

• Powerful search engine with standard and advanced search features 

• Download a file (if authorised) 

• Downloaded image dimensions can be specified by the user 

• Streaming video and audio 

• E-mail an image file or a link to the web page 

• Multiple light-boxes for registered users which can be saved for future use 

• Slideshow of selected images 

• Thumb list and gallery views 

2.5 For users – contributing 

• Authorised users can upload, catalogue, and index new items 

• Authorised users can manage and edit existing items 

• Bulk import from a browser 

• Automatic import of EXIF / IPTC / XMP data 

• Automatic creation of thumb, reference and larger (if required) images 

2.6 For I.T. departments 

• Single central installation, no software required by users 

• LDAP Integration 

• Supports MS SQL Server 2000 / 2005, MSDE - a cost free version of Microsoft SQL Server, and Oracle 10g 

• The data records used by Trinity are stored in the underlying database in a completely conventional way 

• Trinity uses completely standard SQL Server / MSDE data tables and these may be backed up by normal 
procedures. No special considerations apply 

• The media components in (images, videos etc) are stored as files in a folder which can be any local or 
network folder provided that files can be retrieved from it by Trinity running on the web server 

3 The uniquely versatile iBase database schema 

iBase Trinity uses the same versatile and flexible SQL database schema as iBase Manager and iBase Net - 
offering administrative user control to create the number and types of fields they require, to label them in the 
most meaningful way for their particular purposes, and to create whatever hierarchical structure of keywords is 
needed.   

Uniquely the iBase database schema provides for not only the creation and management of a structured subject 
/ category / keyword hierarchy, but also enables sets of data fields to be created that are specific to each of 
any number of separate item types within a single database. For example, within the same database the fields 
that will be used for say images of works of art can be different to those used for pictures of aircraft. 

All of which means that for existing users there is a straightforward upgrade path, and for new users the 
unlimited opportunity to structure and interrelate their media assets in whatever way they want but never 
before found possible. 
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4 A typical iBase Trinity deployment 

The diagram below illustrates a typical iBase Trinity deployment, enabling uploading - by any person who has 
the appropriate permissions - of images or other file types with associated textual data.  

The administrator usually has special authority within the system to assign and manage user permissions. 

Contributors might be authorised to upload files and metadata and edit metadata. 

General users have access to whatever features have been set up for them, such as for example - searching for 
images, viewing higher resolutions with watermarks, creating and saving light-boxes, purchasing or requesting 

file copies that can be downloaded direct from the site. 
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5 Trinity features in more detail 

5.1 All users 

• Multi-media capability, e.g. sound and video files 

• Collections, electronic exhibitions, best sellers gallery etc… 

• Search by: 

o free text  
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o subjects  

o indexes  

o collections 

o view all 

o advanced search 

o refine search 

o return to previous searches 

• Gallery display of thumbnails and titles, user configurable for the number of thumbs displayed per page 

• Set thumbs to standard or small 

• Set captions on or off 

• Select a gallery thumb for adding to “My Selection” or “Lightbox” 

• Item detail view showing a larger image and associated textual data; select a higher resolution view if 
available; links to related subjects; select for adding to “My Selection” or “Lightbox” 

• Audio and video streaming files can be started on the item detail page 

• Watermark on specified image resolutions 

• User login and administration 

• Image download 

• E-mail an image file or a link to the web page 

• ‘My Selections’ / ‘Light-boxes’ with which registered users can store for an administrator-determined period 
images they might want to research again at a subsequent visit. (No images are actually stored, although 
they appear to be. All that is stored is a link to each image, hence no significant amount of storage space is 
required) 

• Ordering and e-commerce (See Para. 8) 

5.2 Buyers 

• View order history – date / order reference / total price 

• Click on order, view image references / image price / basis (Royalty free, rights etc…) 

• Download images (Administrator set downloads for up to ‘n’ days after order) 

5.3 Contributors 

• Upload image and associated textual data 

• View upload summary – Date / Image reference / basis 

• View sales summary – Dates / Image reference / value 

• Click on a sale – view buyer reference / rights basis / £ sale or commission value / date sale or commission 
payment made. 

• Maintain global pricing for my images 

5.4 Administrators 

5.4.1 Operation 

• User account creation / enabling / disabling 

• Digital file upload  

• Metadata / keyword creation and editing  

• Authorise / remove authorisation display of record  

• Fulfilment 
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5.4.2 Administration 

• Administrator account creation  / enabling / disabling 

• Watermark configuration (global options) – style and size, all images  reference image and larger. 

• Pricing information creation and editing 

• Help and other plain text page creation and editing 

5.4.3 Audit trail and reporting 

• Commission calculation and record of payments 

• Data captured per sale - date / image reference / buyer reference / £ sale value/ rights basis / contributor 
reference / £ commission value / commission to / commission from. 

• Data export for reports - .csv 

• Standard reports for sellers – list sales in descending data order with image reference / buyer reference / £ 
value / rights basis / contributor reference. 

• Standard reports for contributors- list uploads in descending date order with image reference / number of 
sales. 

6 Branding 

The following are fully customisable within standard layout constraints: 

• home page banner 

• colours 

• text 

• fonts 

• menu labels 

• headers 

• footers 

• plain text pages e.g. contact us, help etc…  

7 iBase Trinity for kiosk working 

At one time public access kiosk systems had to be specially designed with extremely simple touch screen 
interfaces suitable for people with no experience with a mouse or keyboard. However, nowadays it is rare that 
potential users of a kiosk do not have sufficient skill with a mouse and keyboard. There are two significant 
advantages of this circumstance: 

1. Users are not necessarily limited to only basic functionality, such as would be available from a touch-
screen or similar interface without a keyboard. 

2. Where an organisation requires a website providing essentially the same features as a kiosk, it is not 
only possible but also highly cost effective to use the same software for both requirements. Any 
differences between the web system and the kiosk can be accommodated by configuration. 

Not only is this approach very cost effective for initial implementation, but of course it also means that any 
changes made for one application will, if required, also be available to the other at no additional cost. 

8 iBase Trinity - ordering and e-commerce 

See www.ibase.com/LibraryDetails2#Ecommerce   

  

END 

 

 


